
The Holy Prophet, Sayyiduna Nabi Mohammed (salal laahu alaihi wa sallam) has defined that, “the Jews 
and the Christians would be divided into 71 or 72 groups and my followers would be divided into 73 
groups.” 
 
This hadith shareef has been recorded as Marfu’an by Abu Daud, Tirmidi and Ibn Maja from Hadrat 
Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah (radi Allahu anhu). Imam Tirmidi has declared that this hadith shareef is “Hasan 
Sahih”. 
 
Another report is recorded by Ibn Maja from Hadrat Sayyiduna Auf bin Maalik (radi Allahun anhu) which 
explains that, “The Jews would be divided into 71 groups of which one will enter Jannah and the other 
70 would enter the fire of Hell. The Christians would be divided into 72 groups, 71 would enter the fire 
of Hell and one would enter Jannah. I swear by that Divine Being in Whose (Divine) Power is the being of 
Mohammed, certainly my followers would be divided into 73 groups of which one group is the group of 
Jannah and 72 of which are (people of) Hell”. 
 
The words of Hadrat Sayyiduna Abdullah bin Amar bin Aas (radi Allahu anhu) are “The similar would 
occur with my Ummah which occurred with the Bani Israeel. (In fact to such as extent) that if someone 
among them committed adultery with his mother publically, there would be someone born in my 
Ummah who will do something similar. Bani Israeel (would be divided into) 72 groups and my Ummah 
(would be divided into) 73 groups. All would enter the fire of Hell except the Millat. When the Ashaab 
asked who this would be, the Holy Prophet, Sayyiduna Nabi Mohammed (salal laahu alaihi wa sallam) 
replied, “Those (who are on the path of) me and my companions”.  
 
The following words are recorded in Ahmed and Abu Daud from Hadrat Sayyiduna Mu’awiyyah (radi 
Allahu anhu) who narrates that, “The Holy Prophet, Sayyiduna Nabi Mohammed (salal laahu alaihi wa 
sallam) stood up amongst us (as if in Khutbah) and declared, “Beware that those who were before you, 
the Ahle Kitab were divided into 72 groups and very soon (this Ummah) would be divided into 73 
groups. 72 will enter the fire of Hell and one (would enter) Jannah, they are the Jamaah”. The word 
Jamaah which is used to describe the Ahle Sunnah wa Jamaah is proven from this hadith shareef. 
 
Ibn Adi has recorded from Hadrat Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah (radi Allahu anhu) as much as the words as, 
“The Jews would be divided into 71 groups the Christians  into 72 groups and my Ummah into 73 
groups.” 
 
Imam Bahiqi has classified the hadith shareef which describes the division which is to occur in this 
Ummah as “Sahih Hasan”. Imam Haakim has stated that “within the principles of (Islamic law), this is a 
major hadith shareef.” 
 
Similar words which describe the division among the Ummah has also been narrated by eminent Islamic 
personalties as Hadrat Sa’ad bin Abi Waqqas, Ibn Amar and Auf bin Maalik (radi Allahu anhum). 
 
The writer of the masterpiece entitled, “Maqaasid-e-Husnah” has also reported that the words and 
subject of such a nature has also been narrated by eminent people such as Hadrat Anas, Hadrat Jaabir, 
Hadrat Abu Umaamah, Hadrat Abdullah ibn Masood, Hadrat Umar, Hadrat Ali, Hadrat Abu Darda, 
Hadrat Waasilah, Hadrat Abdullah bin Amr bin Aas and Hadrat Mu’awiyah. Hadrat Abu Hurayrah is also 
among those who have narrated this. 
 



Abu Daud, Tirmidi, Ibn Maja, Ibn Adi, Haakim and Ibn Habbaan among other eminent scholars of 
Ahadith have also recorded this in their respective treatises. 
 
It must also be remembered that such famous treatises as “Jaami’ul Usul, Tayseerul Wusul, Maqaasid-e-
Husnah, Jam’ul Jawaam’e, Kitaab Bahiqi etc” have recorded this specific hadith shareef from these 
authentic books of Ahadith.  Hence, there is no doubt in its authenticity! 
 
It is surprising that people would consider this hadith shareef to be Mauzuh or weak and yet give no 
proof for it. There are many chains of narrators for this hadith shareef and the scholars of hadith have 
classified it as Sahih. The matter of Imam Tirmidi once declaring the chain of narrators as being Ghareeb 
is only because there may have been a case where at one time, there may have been only one single 
narrator for this hadith shareef, yet it must be remembered that a Ghareeb hadith is also among the 
categories of Sahih Hadith and a Sahih hadith is also a source of proof or testimony. 
 
In the majority of hadith the number mentioned has been 73 and not 72 groups. Even though it must be 
remembered that Imam Suyutwi has recorded a hadith shareef from Ibn Maja which is supposed to be 
narrated from Hadrat Anas the subject of which is that “the Bani Israeel was divided into 71 groups and 
my Ummah would be divided into 72 groups. All of them would enter the fire of Hell except one group 
which is the Jamaah”. However, Shaikh Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dehlwi has stated in the “Sifrus Sa’aadat” 
that this one single narration cannot be (considered as acceptable) in the face of all the other hadith 
shareef in this regard. As a matter of fact, Imam Suyutwi has actually recorded the hadith shareef from 
Ibn Maja narrated by Hadrat Sayyiduna Auf bin Maalik in the chapter which discusses that this Ummah 
would be divided into 73 groups. (The issue under dispute is the number of groups and not the actual 
authenticity of the hadith shareef!). This is the reason that the author of Sifrus Sa’aadat has stated that, 
“For this reason, the division of the Ummah is proven on it being 73 and not 72”. Hence, for anyone to 
use this reference and say that this proves that the Ulama have dispute on the authenticity of this hadith 
is completely incorrect, in this specific point between Imam Suyutwi and Shaikh Abdul Haq Muhaddith 
Dehlwi, the issue under dispute is the number of groups and NOT the authenticity of the hadith shareef. 
Shaikh Muhaddith Dehlwi is merely authenticating that the large majority of narrators of this hadith 
proves that the number accepted by the majority of scholars of Ahadith is 73 and not 72 groups. 
 
Translated into English from the original Urdu book entitled “73 Firqo ki Ta’reekhi Haqaa’iq” by Doctor 
Hasmat Jhaa Publishers: Shirkatul Imtiyaaz. 
 
 


